MEN OF POWER
of his enemies, men whose profits had been endangered
by the way of life he taught.   At the village of Mans-
field Woodhouse, soon after he had started on his mis-
sion, "the people fell upon me in a great rage [he wrote
in his journal], struck me down and almost stifled and
smothered me: and I was cruelly beaten and bruised
by them with their hands, Bibles, and sticks."   Then,
when he was hardly able to stand, they put him in the
stocks and later stoned him out of town.    But, he
added, "the Lord's power soon healed me again.   That
day some people were convinced of the Lord's truth
and turned to his teaching."    At another place the
clerk of a church, incensed by Fox's preaching, sud-
denly took up a Bible and struck him on the face with
it so that the blood gushed forth and he "bled exceed-
ingly in the steeplehouse."   But that was only the be-
ginning.   The crowd rushed him outside, beat him, and
threw him over a hedge into the street.    Then they
dragged him through the street stoning him the while,
Covered with blood and dirt he finally got to his feet
and "declared the word of life to them/'
His journal records an even more appalling piece of
persecution at the hands of a mob on an island off the
Lancashire coast, near Furness. He was but twenty-
eight years of age at the time.
As soon as I had come to land, there rushed out about
forty men with staves, clubs, and fishing poles* who fell
upon me, beating and punching me, and endeavoring to
thrust me backward into the sea. . .. They knocked me
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